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1. More than 100 cheetahs will 
come to India from South Africa 

 
South Africa has signed an agreement to give over 
100 cheetahs to India as part of an ambitious 
project to reintroduce cheetahs to the South Asian 
country. After the arrival of eight cheetahs from 
Namibia in September last year, a batch of 12 
cheetahs will be sent to India next month, the 
Environment Ministry said. It has been said by the 
ministry that there is a plan to send 12 cheetahs 
every year for the next eight to 10 years. India was 
once home to the Asiatic cheetah, but the animal 
was declared extinct by 1952. The major reason for 
the extinction of cheetahs in India was their hunting 
for the smuggling of their skins. Efforts to 
reintroduce the animals gained momentum in 2020 
when the Supreme Court of India ruled that African 
cheetahs could be introduced into the country on 
an experimental basis in a carefully chosen 
location. 
 

2. Naresh Lalwani takes over as 
General Manager of Central 
Railway  

 
Naresh Lalwani has taken over as the new General 
Manager of Central Railway. He is a senior Indian 
Railway Service of Engineering officer of 1985 

exam batch. Prior to taking over as General 
Manager, Central Railway, he was Senior Deputy 
General Manager and Chief Vigilance Officer, 
Western Railway. Your appointment comes in place 
of Ashok Kumar Mishra, General Manager, 
Western Railway, who was also holding the 
additional charge of General Manager, Central 
Railway. Lalwani graduated from Govindram 
Seksaria Institute of Technology and Science, 
Indore in 1985 and completed his Master of 
Business Administration in Business Administration 
from Indian Institute of Management, Indore in 
2010. Lalwani has vast experience in both 
construction and operation of open line. He has rich 
experience in various important positions in Indian 
Railways. 
Starting his career from Lumding in Assam, he has 
worked in the Northeast Frontier Railway for 10 
years. Thereafter, he has worked in various 
positions in Ahmedabad and Mumbai divisions of 
Western Railway. Lalwani has also worked as a 
professor at the Indian Railway Institute of Civil 
Engineering, Pune to train railway officers. Lalwani 
has expertise in the area of Contracts & Arbitration 
Safety and Management Development. He has also 
served as Chief Engineer (Track Machine), Central 
Railway, Divisional Railway Manager, Palakkad 
Division, Southern Railway. He has undergone 
Management Training in China and France, Track 
Machine Training in Austria and Italy, Leadership 
Training in USA and Vigilance Training in Austria. 
 

3. RBI proposes Stressed Assets 
Securitization Framework for 
faster resolution 

 
The Reserve Bank of India released a discussion 
paper on securitization of stressed asset structures 
as a way of improving the quality of sale and 
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resolution of such accounts. The regulator's 
proposal comes after the announcement made in 
September 2022. In September 2019, a task force 
for the development of a secondary market for 
corporate loans suggested the creation of a similar 
framework for non-performing assets. Non-
performing assets, written-off assets and 
restructured loans are grouped together as 
stressed assets. In simple words, there is no 
profitable income from these assets. Liquidating 
stressed assets is extremely challenging. To make 
the sale process of these stressed assets easier 
and faster, the Reserve Bank of India has 
introduced a securitization framework. 
 

4. Canada to commercialize 
world's first photonic-based 
quantum computer 

  
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has 
announced a new federal investment to build and 
commercialize the world's first photonic-based, 
fault-tolerant quantum computer. Toronto-based 
Canadian quantum computing company Xanadu 
Quantum Technologies Inc. has received a C$40 
million ($32 million) investment, according to a 
news release from the prime minister's website. Will 
help in developing quantum computers. Backed 
through the government's Strategic Innovation 
Fund, the 177.8 million Canadian dollars ($142 
million) project is expected to create 530 new high-
skilled positions in the high-tech and quantum 
computing sectors. Earlier this month, Canada 
launched its National Quantum Strategy, Which 
invests an additional 360 million Canadian dollars 
($288 million) to help strengthen Canada as a 
global leader in quantum technologies. Xanadu, 
founded in 2016, with the mission of making 
quantum computers that are useful and available to 

people everywhere, leads the development of 
Pennylane, an open-source software library for 
quantum computing and application development. 
 

5. RBI approves appointment of 
Prabdev Singh as new CEO of 
JPMorgan Chase 

 
India's Central Bank has approved JPMorgan 
Chase & Co to appoint Prabdev Singh as the 
lender's chief executive officer in the country. The 
Reserve Bank of India last week approved a three-
year term for Prabdev Singh. Prabdev Singh has 
been the interim CEO of JP Morgan since 
November. He succeeds Madhav Kalyan who was 
named as head of payments in Asia Pacific. Wall 
Street firm, JP Morgan, traces its presence in India 
to 1922 and started commercial banking operations 
in the country about 15 years ago. JP Morgan has 
four commercial bank branches in the country. 
Prabdev Singh is an engineer by training and 
worked at HSBC Holdings Plc for a decade before 
joining JP Morgan in 2010. 
 

6. Siddharth Sharma appointed CEO 
of Tata Trusts  

 
The trustees of Tata Trusts have appointed 
Siddharth Sharma as the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the trust and Aparna Uppaluri as the Chief 
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Operating Officer (COO). His appointment will be 
effective from 1 April 2023. Information about this 
has been given by issuing a statement on behalf of 
Tata Trusts. Tata Trusts holds a 66 per cent stake 
in Tata Sons, the holding company of the Tata 
Group. Siddharth Sharma, 54, who was a civil 
servant for almost two decades, had joined the 
Tata Group. He was heading the recently created 
sustainability portfolio. Till now the CEO of this trust 
was N Srinath, who was to retire at the end of 
2022. Apart from this, the trustees of Tata Trusts 
have appointed Aparna Uppaluri, associated with 
the Ford Foundation, as the COO of the company. 
The business of Tata Group is spread in many 
areas. 
 

7. Puri flags off 'Low Carbon Cruise on 
Mahabahu Brahmaputra' in Guwahati  

 
Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas, 
Housing and Urban Affairs, Hardeep S Puri 
inaugurated the demo-run of an inland water vessel 
powered by Methanol Blended Diesel (MD15) on 
24 January. Sailed on a 50-seater motor launch 
sea vessel named 'SB Gangadhar'. The ship is 
powered by two Ruston-built diesel engines (105 
horse power each). The ship is powered by MD-15 
(15 percent mixed HSD). Methanol is a low carbon 
hydrogen fuel produced from high ash coal, 
stubble, CO2 from thermal power plants and 
natural gas. This is the best course of action 
considering India's commitment to COP-21. 
Although it is slightly lower in power as compared 
to methanol, petrol and diesel, it is widely used in 
the transport sector (road, rail and marine), energy 
sector (DG sets, boilers, process heating modules, 
tractors and commercial vehicles) and can replace 
both these fuels in the retail sector. Also it can 
partially replace cooking gas, kerosene and wood 
charcoal. 

 

8. WTO: New form of protectionism 
challenges India  

 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) is generally 
seen as the final adjudicator on international trade 
disputes. But since last December 10, this 
organization has been unable to decide any 
dispute. In fact, after the retirement of two of the 
three judges of the Appellate Body of the WTO, it 
can no longer hear any case. Generally there were 
7 judges in this body. But due to obstructions in the 
appointment of judges and the budget from the US 
side, this number came down to the minimum 
quorum of 3. And now only one judge is left in it. 
World Trade Organization (formerly GATT) January 
1, Came into existence in 1995 with the consent of 
the immediate members of the Uruguay Round of 
the Multilateral Trade Agreement. India has been 
one of the founding members of both the 
organisations. The headquarters of WTO is located 
in Geneva (Switzerland). The number of its 
members is 164. The following are the major 
functions of the World Trade Organization - 
administering trade agreements, establishing 
forums for trade representatives, resolving trade 
disputes, monitoring trade policies, providing 
technical assistance and training to developing 
countries and cooperation with other international 
organizations. Doing. The World Trade 
Organization has a three-tier structure. There is a 
Secretariat in Geneva for the implementation of the 
decisions and agreements of the World Trade 
Organization, which is appointed by the Ministerial 
Conference and its authority, a Director General, 
  

R      QUIZ      R  

1. Recently President Draupadi 
Murmu awarded Tatrakshak Medals 
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to how many Indian Coast Guard 
personnel? 
a) 5 
b) 6 
c) 7 
d) 8 
Explanation:- President Draupadi 
Murmu presented Tatrakshak Medals 
to six Indian Coast Guard personnel 
on 25 January 2023. These awards 
are given every year on the occasion 
of Republic Day and Independence 
Day since 26 January 1990. 
Tatrakshak Medal (Gallantry) was 
awarded to IG Anand Prakash 
Badola. Tatrakshak Medal 
(meritorious service) was awarded to 
Commandants Durgesh Chandra 
Tiwari and Mohit Kumar Yadav. 
Tatrakshak Medal (Meritorious 
Service) was awarded to DIG 
Himanshu Nautiyal. 
 
2. Which edition of the National 
Children's Science Congress recently 
began on 27 January 2023 in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat? 
a) 22nd 
b) 25th 
c) 28th 
d) 30th 
Explanation:- The 30th National 
Children's Science Congress started 
on 27 January 2023 in Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat. It is an event lasting for five 
days. It will end on 31 January 2023. 
It is being organized at Science City. 
Gujarat Council on Science and 
Technology (GUJCOST), Gujarat 

Council of Science City and SAL 
Education will host the event. More 
than 1400 delegates will participate in 
the Congress. The representatives 
include child scientists, escort 
teachers, assessors and government 
officials. The National Children's 
Science Congress (NCSC) is a 
flagship program of the National 
Council for Science and Technology 
Communication. 
 
3. Who chaired the Ambassadors' 
Round Table Conference for Aero 
India 2023 in New Delhi recently? 
a) Narendra Modi 
b) Rajnath Singh 
c) Amit Shah 
d) Piyush Goyal 
Explanation:- Defense Minister 
Rajnath Singh chaired the 
Ambassadors' Round Table 
Conference for 'Aero India 2023' in 
New Delhi. The event was organized 
by the Department of Defense 
Production, Ministry of Defence. 
Rajnath Singh invited delegates from 
across the world to participate in the 
14th largest aero show of Asia, which 
will be held in Bengaluru, Karnataka 
between February 13-17, 2023. Aero 
India is a leading global aviation 
trade fair, providing an opportunity to 
the Indian aerospace industry, 
including the aerospace industry, to 
showcase its products, technologies 
and solutions to national decision 
makers. 
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4. Which institute recently launched 
an information database with a 
repository of information related to 
municipal bonds? 
a) SEBI 
b) BSE 
c) NSE 
d) all of the above 
Explanation:- The Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has 
launched an information database 
containing a repository of 
information related to municipal 
bonds on its website. Its purpose is 
to assist municipal debt issuers and 
other stakeholders in the municipal 
debt market. The information 
database can also be accessed using 
the QR code. Municipal debt 
securities are non-convertible debt 
securities that create or accept 
indebtedness, and include 
debentures, bonds and other such 
securities. Municipal bonds are 
issued by urban local bodies to raise 
funds to finance specific projects 
such as infrastructure projects. 
 
5. Who felicitated 25 winners of Veer 
Gatha 2.0 at a function held in New 
Delhi recently? 
a) Draupadi Murmu 
b) Jagdeep Dhankar 
c) Rajnath Singh 
d) Dharmendra Pradhan 
Explanation:- Defense Minister 
Rajnath Singh honored 25 winners of 
Veer Gatha 2.0 in a program 
organized in New Delhi on 25 January 

2023. Veer Gatha 2.0 was jointly 
launched by the Ministry of Defense 
and Ministry of Education as a part of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The 
objective of the competition was to 
inspire school children by making 
them aware of the stories of war 
heroes and bravehearts. He 
presented a cash prize of Rs 10,000, a 
medal and a certificate to the 
winners. 
 
6. Who has been appointed as the 
Chief Executive Officer of Tata Trusts 
recently? 
a) Siddharth Sharma 
b) Aparna Uppaluri 
c) N. Srinath 
d) Shashi Sharma 
Explanation:- Tata Trusts on 24 
January 2023 appointed Siddharth 
Sharma as the Chief Executive 
Officer of the trust and Aparna 
Uppaluri as the Chief Operating 
Officer. Siddharth Sharma, Chief 
Sustainability Officer, Tata Sons, N. 
Will replace Srinath. Aparna Uppaluri 
is currently the Program Director for 
India, Nepal and Sri Lanka at the Ford 
Foundation. Siddharth Sharma has 
been in government service for over 
two decades where he held important 
assignments in key ministries of the 
government and as financial advisor 
to the 13th and 14th Presidents of 
India. 
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7. Recently who has been given the 
Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia Lifetime 
Achievement Award? 
a) Zakir Hussain 
b) Pandit Ravi Shankar 
c) Dr. Prabha Atre 
d) Ustad Bismila Khan 
Explanation:- Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde honored Dr. 
Prabha Atre with the Pandit 
Hariprasad Chaurasia Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Dr. Atre 
received the award at a function at 
Ram Ganesh Gadkari Rangayatan. 
The award consists of a citation and 
a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh. 
 
8. Who has taken charge as the new 
General Manager of Central Railway? 
a) Naresh Lalwani 
b) S. M. Kiravani 
c) Ashok Kumar Mishra 
d) Ramniwas Chowdhary 
Explanation:- Naresh Lalwani has 
taken over as the new General 
Manager of Central Railway. He has 
replaced Ashok Kumar Mishra, 
General Manager, Western Railway. 
Naresh Lalwani was earlier working 
as Senior Deputy General Manager 
and Chief Vigilance Officer in 
Western Railway. Naresh Lalwani is a 
1985 batch Indian Railway Service of 
Engineering officer. 
 
R      ONE LINER        R 
Who has recently launched 'Adarsh 
Train Profile' - Indian Railways 

Who has been appointed as the CEO 
of Toyota Motor Corporation (TMC) – 
Koji Sato 
Which country has been elected as 
the Vice-Chairman in the 12th 
session of the Inter-Governmental 
Technical Working Group (ITWG) - 
India 
RBI has approved the appointment of 
whom as the new CEO of JP Morgan 
Chase - Prabdev Singh 
Under the ambitious project, India 
has tied up with which country to 
give more than 100 cheetahs - South 
Africa 
Which country will commercialize the 
world's first photonic-based quantum 
computer - Canada 
Which country has recently built a 
new dam on a tributary of the Ganges 
near India's border in Tibet - China 
Who has been nominated by the US 
President as the Human Rights 
Envoy to North Korea – Julie Turner 
Kashi Tamil Sangamam has been 
organized by which ministry - 
Ministry of Education 
Which country's film 'Agantuk' has 
won the Prasad DI award at IFFI's 
Film Bazaar - Bangladesh 
 
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 


