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1. SBI signs MoU with Warehousing and Regulatory 
Authority 

 
Warehousing Development Regulatory Authority signs 
MoU with SBI The Warehousing Development 
Regulatory Authority (WDRA) has signed an MoU with 
State Bank of India to help farmers get loans at lower 
interest rate on 16 January . The objective of the MoU is 
to provide information on the benefits to the depositors 
besides carrying out further activities to improve 
agricultural finance in India. It is envisaged that the 
product will have far reaching consequences in terms of 
acceptance of e-NWR (Electronic Negotiable Warehouse 
Receipt) among small and marginal farmers. Combined 
with the inherent security and negotiability of the e-
NWR system, the produce marketing credit will go a 
long way in improving rural liquidity and increasing 
farmers' income. Formation of Warehousing 
Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA) on 
October 26, 2010 under the Warehousing 
(Development and Regulation) Act, 2007. It is a 
statutory authority under the Department of Food and 
Public Distribution, Government of India. 
 

2. Environment Ministry includes Neelakurinji in 
the list of protected plants 

  
The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEF) has included Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes 
kunthiana) in the list of protected plants under Schedule 
III of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. According to 
the order, those who uproot or destroy this plant will be 
fined Rs 25,000 along with three years of imprisonment. 

Cultivation and claiming of Neelakurinji is not allowed. 
The blooming of Neelakurinji is one of the main 
attractions for tourists, who visit the places where it 
blooms. However, this has also led to the destruction of 
the plant, which is a major threat to the fields of this 
flower. 
Neelakurinji flowers bloom after every 12 years in the 
Nilgiri hills of Kerala. This flower is one of the few 
extraordinary flowers in the world. Tourists have to wait 
for 12 years to see the beauty of these flowers. Let us 
tell you that Munnar in Kerala is considered to be the 
biggest home of Neelakurinji flowers. Spread over 3000 
hectares of rolling hills, Munnar is one of the most 
special tourist destinations in South India. Neelakurinji 
flowers add to the beauty of Munnar. The people of 
Kerala call this flower Kurinji. It is a variety of 
Strobilanthus. About 250 species of Neelakurinji are 
found in the world. In the year 2006, 32 square 
kilometers of Kerala forests were reserved for the 
protection of this flower. It was named Kurinjimala 
Sanctuary. It usually grows at an altitude of 1,300–2,400 
m. 
 

3. Gogoro to partner with Bellrise to set up battery 
swapping infrastructure in Maharashtra 

 
$ 2.5 billion Nivea to jointly set up battery swapping and 
charging stations in Maharashtra Taiwan's company 
Gogoro has announced a joint venture with Bellrise 
Industries. Both the companies will have a half stake 
each in this venture. 
Bellerise manufactures a major chunk of chassis for 
two-wheelers and three-wheelers in India. Gogoro and 
Bellrise are planning to jointly set up a $2.5 billion 
battery swapping infrastructure in Maharashtra. Some 
other partners and investors are also expected to join 
this alliance in the next few years. Gogoro Inc claimed in 
a statement that the structure would be the largest 
sustainable portable energy system ever built in the 
world. 
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It will focus on battery swapping, offering smart electric 
vehicles, vehicle sharing, demand response and access 
to distributed energy storage, smart agriculture and 
other features. It is also expected to accelerate job 
creation in the state in the areas of smart energy, 
electric vehicles and affordability demand charges. 
 

4. RBI changes norms related to share acquisition in 
banks 

 
On January 16, 2023, the Reserve Bank of India made 
changes in the rules related to the acquisition and 
shareholding of banks. The aim is to ensure that 
ownership and control of banks remain in different 
hands and that large shareholders continue to be 
'suitable'. The central bank has issued master guidelines 
in this context… (Acquisition of Shares and Holding or 
Voting Rights in Banking Companies) Directions, 2023. It 
added that these directions have been issued to ensure 
that the ultimate ownership and control of banking 
companies is well diversified and that the major 
shareholders of the bank entities remain suitable on an 
ongoing basis. 
 

5. Netherlands In Quarter Finals, India Awaits 
Another Win 

 
FIH Men's Hockey World Cup 2023 is underway in 
Odisha. All the matches are being played in the cities of 
Bhubaneswar and Rourkela. India is hosting this global 
tournament for the second time in a row. 16 of the best 
teams in the world are fighting for the coveted title. The 

teams are divided into four groups of four each. India is 
in Pool D. Spain, England and Wales are in this pool 
along with India. India has played two matches so far, 
winning one and drawing the other. At the same time, 
the Netherlands team from Group C has qualified for 
the quarterfinals with two wins. 
India has to play its third match against Wales on 
Wednesday. The group stage matches will be played till 
January 20. Two matches will be played in the 
tournament on Tuesday. Korea and Japan teams will be 
face to face at 5 pm. The second match is played 
between Germany and Belgium at 7 pm. The top teams 
from each pool will directly qualify for the quarter-
finals. The second and third place teams from each pool 
will enter the crossover. 
 

6. Retired DG Pankaj Kumar Singh becomes Deputy 
National Security Advisor 

 
Retired BSF DG Pankaj Kumar Singh has been appointed 
as Deputy NSA (Deputy National Security Advisor). The 
government has issued an order related to this. 
According to the National Security Council Secretariat, 
Singh, a 1988 batch IPS officer of Rajasthan cadre, has 
been appointed as an advisor for two years. DG Pankaj 
Kumar Singh has retired as BSF chief on December 31, 
2022. According to an official order, Singh, a 1988 batch 
IPS officer of Rajasthan cadre, has been appointed on 
re-employment contract.  
Pakanj Kumar Singh has previously worked with the 
Central Government as the Inspector General of CRPF in 
Chhattisgarh. He had also served as IG (Operations) at 
CRPF Headquarters in Delhi. Before becoming BSF DG, 
Pankaj Singh had also worked in BSF. When Pankaj 
Singh became the DG of BSF, he had to negotiate a 
controversial amendment in BSF jurisdiction. BSF 
jurisdiction was extended up to 50 km from the border 
as several states opposed it. 
 

7. China's population decreased for the first time 
since 1961 
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The biggest decline in the population of China has been 
recorded after the year 1961. Negative population 
growth has now started in China. Please tell that the 
death toll in China is more than the number of children 
born. According to data from China's National Bureau of 
Statistics, the country's population at the end of 2022 
was 1.41175 billion, which is less than 1.41260 billion in 
2021. Population control policy has been implemented 
in China for many decades and it is believed that due to 
those population control measures, the country's 
population is declining. Although the Chinese 
government is worried about the falling population and 
it is taking several measures to increase the country's 
population again, but no positive result is coming out. 
 In the year 2021, the birth rate in China was 7.52 
children per 1000 people, but last year it decreased to 
6.77 children per 1000 people. Due to this, more than 
one million children were born less in the population of 
China. Not only this, the death rate in China is also the 
highest since 1976. The death rate in China in 2022 was 
7.37 deaths per one thousand people. Due to the aging 
population, the burden on the Chinese government 
treasury is also increasing and the Chinese government 
has to spend more on the care and pension of the 
elderly. Experts believe that this expenditure will 
increase further in the coming times. 
 

8. Barcelona beat Real Madrid in Spanish Super Cup 
Final 2023 

 
Barcelona won the Spanish Super Cup by defeating Real 
Madrid 3–1 in Saudi Arabia on 15 January 2023. This is 
their first trophy after coach Javi Hernandez took charge 

of this team. Young midfielder Gavi performed 
brilliantly in this match. Along with scoring himself, he 
also made two assists. Also assisted goals for Robert 
Lewandowski and Pedri Gonzalez. After a long time, 
Barcelona have produced a spectacular performance 
against their arch-rivals. The first goal of the match was 
scored by Gavi in the 33rd minute. After this, on his 
assist, Lewandowski scored the second goal for 
Barcelona in the 45th minute. 
Gavi's excellent pass once again, on which Pedri scored 
in the 69th minute to put his side ahead 3–0. The Real 
Madrid team could not recover from this. Karim 
Benzema definitely scored a goal in injury time (90+3rd 
minute), but he could not get his team back. Thus 
Barcelona won 3–1. Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti 
suffered his first defeat in a final since 2014. At the 
same time, Barcelona won the Spanish Super Cup title 
for the 14th time. 
 

QUIZ 
1. Which country has announced the release of a 
postage stamp with the portrait of India's first PM 
Jawaharlal Nehru on its 75th Independence Day? 
a) Bhutan  
b) Nepal  
c) Fiji 
d) Sri Lanka 
Explanation:- Sri Lanka, As part of its 75th National 
Independence Day celebrations, Sri Lanka has decided 
to issue a commemorative postage stamp which 
includes the portrait of Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime 
Minister of India. This information has been given in a 
press release issued by the Media Division of the 
President of Sri Lanka. The main function of the 
National Independence Day celebrations will be held on 
February 4 in the presence of President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe and Prime Minister Dinesh 
Gunawardene. 
 

2. Who has been appointed as the next 
Ambassador of India to Armenia? 
a) Nilakshi Saha Sinha  
b) Sibi George  
c) Arindam Bagchi  
d) Nripendra Mishra 
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Explanation:- Neelakshi Saha Sinha has been appointed 
as the next Ambassador of India to the Republic of 
Armenia. Neelakshi is currently posted as Joint 
Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs. Armenia is 
a nation located in the Caucasus region between Asia 
and Europe that was formerly part of the Soviet 
Republic. Capital of Armenia:-  Yerevan 
 

3. Recently which state government has given 
approval to restore the old pension scheme? 
a) Uttarakhand 
b) Himachal Pradesh 
c) Haryana 
d) Rajasthan 
Explanation:- Fulfilling an election promise, the 
Himachal Pradesh government led by Chief Minister 
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu approved the restoration of 
the old pension scheme. There are over 1.36 lakh 
employees including employees and pensioners under 
the New Pension Scheme (NPS). Chhattisgarh and 
Rajasthan, where both states are ruled by Congress 
governments, and Punjab, where the AAP government 
is in power, have already launched the old pension 
scheme. 
 

4. When has the 148th foundation day of the 
Indian Meteorological Department been 
celebrated? 
a) 14 January 
b) 15 January 
c) 16 January 
d) 17 January 
Explanation:- Every year the Indian Meteorological 
Department celebrates its foundation day on 15 
January. In the year 2023, the Indian Meteorological 
Department celebrated its 148th foundation day. This 
day is organized by the Ministry of Earth Sciences. The 
Indian Meteorological Department also performs 
important work in weather forecasting services in the 
country under this ministry. The Meteorological 
Department has five observatories, which are 
recognized by the World Meteorological Organization. 
These observatories are located at Chennai, Mumbai, 
Pune, Thiruvananthapuram and Panjim. Establishment 
of Indian Meteorological Department :-  January 15, 
1875 Headquarters of Indian Meteorological 
Department :-  New Delhi 

 

5. In which city India and Egypt have recently 
announced to hold the first military exercise 
'Cyclone 1' involving special forces? 
a) Indore 
b) Chilka 
c) Rohtak 
d) Udaipur 
Explanation:- India and Egypt have announced to hold 
the first military exercise “Cyclone 1” involving special 
forces in Udaipur in January 2023. It is being organized 
to celebrate 75 years of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. Egypt has also been invited as a 
guest country at the G20 summit to be held in 2023. In 
April 2022, Egypt announced the inclusion of India in 
the list of recognized countries. 
 

6. SPIC MACAY in association with which ministry 
is organizing a 'Music in the Park' series named 
"Shruti Amrit"?  
a) Ministry of Culture 
b) Ministry of Home Affairs 
c) Ministry of External Affairs 
d) Ministry of Tourism 
Explanation:- SPIC MACAY in collaboration with 
Ministry of Culture is organizing 'Music in the Park' 
series named "Shruti Amrit". The concert began with a 
sarod performance by Aman Ali Bangash, a 7th 
generation musician from the Senia Bangash Gharana. 
Aman Ali Bangash was accompanied by Anubrata 
Chatterjee and Abhishek Mishra. This was followed by a 
Hindustani vocal performance by Padma Bhushan 
Begum Parveen Sultana of Patiala Gharana along with 
Akram Khan, Srinivas Acharya and Shadab Sultana. 
 

7. Which has become the first state in the country 
to implement the Blindness Control Policy 
recently? 
a) Haryana 
b) Gujarat 
c) Uttar Pradesh 
d) Rajasthan 
Explanation:- To reduce the rate of blindness, the 
Rajasthan government implemented a blindness control 
policy. It became the first state in the country to do so. 
It is implemented with the objective of 'right to site'. On 
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January 13, on the instructions of Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, a document on the prevention of blindness 
policy was issued by the Medical and Health 
Department. 
 

8. Recently the Central Government has 
announced the launch of National Urban 
Technology Mission for municipal services and 
ULBs with an estimated outlay for five years? 
a) 5,000 crores          
b) 10,000 crores 
c) 15,000 crores 
d) 20,000 crores 
Explanation:- The central government has announced 
the launch of the National Urban Technology Mission 
for municipal services and ULBs. It will promote 
technological innovations in municipal services and 
infrastructure of 4,500 urban local bodies in the 
country. The mission is being headed by the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs, which may have three main 
sub-heads. The mission outlay for five years is estimated 
to be Rs 15,000 crore. 
 

ONE LINERR 
Who has been chosen as the winner of 'Miss Universe 
2022' - R'Bonnie Gabriel 
Which state's government has gone completely digital 
by ending all offline services - Jammu and Kashmir 
Which country will issue a postage stamp featuring 
'Jawaharlal Nehru' on its 75th Independence Day - Sri 
Lanka 
Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador of 
India to 'Armenia' - Nilakshi Saha Sinha 
Where is the 'Maghi Mela festival' being organized 
recently - Punjab 
Who topped the recently released list of richest actors 
– Jerry Seinfeld 
Who has won the Spanish Cup for the 14th time - 
Barcelona 
Joint military exercise 'Varun' has started between 
India and which country - France 
Where has the 15th India-UK Foreign Office 
Consultation been organized recently - New Delhi 
Who has bought the media rights of Women IPL for Rs 
951 crore - Viacom 18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


