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1. AYUSH 64 

 

➢ Ayush Ministry has said that scientists have found that AYUSH 64 is 

useful in the treatment of asymptomatic, mild and moderate COVID-

19 infection as an adjunct to standard care.  

➢ AYUSH 64 is a poly herbal formulation developed by the Central 

Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences. Initially the drug was 

developed for Malaria in the year 1980 and now is repurposed for 

COVID-19.  

➢ Ayush Ministry and Council of Scientific and Industrial Research in 

collaboration have completed a robust multi-centre clinical trial to 

evaluate it’s safety and efficacy. 

 

2. First electric tractor in the country. 

 

➢ The first-ever electric tractor in the country has been tested at the 

Central Farm Machinery Training and Testing Institute (CFMTTI) in 

Budni, Madhya Pradesh. 

➢ The institute received the application for an electric tractor under 

Confidential Test initially.Accordingly, the institute has tested the 

tractor & released the Draft Test Report in February, 2021. 

➢ CFMTTI obtained the National Accreditation Board for Testing and 

Calibration Laboratories Certificate of Accreditation for Central 

Motor Vehicles Rules Test Laboratory on March 30 2021. 

➢ The electric tractor will be more environmentally friendly than other 

types of tractors. 

 

3. MACS 1407 (High-yielding and pest-

resistant variety of soybean). 

 

➢ Indian Scientists have developed a high-yielding and pest-resistant 

variety of soybean. This newly developed variety called MACS 1407 is 

suitable for cultivation in the states of Assam, West Bengal, 

Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and North-Eastern states and its seeds will 

be made available to farmers for sowing during the 2022 Kharif 

season. 

➢ In 2019, India produced around 90 million tons of soybean, widely 

cultivated as oil seeds as well as a cheap source of protein for animal 

feed and many packaged meals and is striving to be among the 

world’s major producers of soybean. High-yielding, disease resistant 

varieties of the legume can help achieve this target. 

➢ Accepting this challenge, scientists from MACS- Agharkar Research 

Institute (ARI), Pune, an autonomous institute of the Department of 

Science & Technology, Government of India in collaboration with 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), New Delhi have 

developed higher yielding varieties and improved practices for the 

cultivation of soybean. Using the conventional cross breeding 

technique they developed MACS 1407 which gives 39 quintals per 

hectare making it a high yielding variety and is also resistant to major 

insect-pests like girdle beetle, leaf miner, leaf roller, stem fly, aphids, 

white fly and defoliators. 

➢ Its thick stem, higher pod insertion (7 cm) from ground, and 

resistance to pod shattering make it suitable even for mechanical 

harvesting. It is suitable for rain-fed conditions of north- east India. 
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4. China launches core module of its space 

station. 

 

➢ China launched the core module of its space station, kicking off a 

series of key launch missions that aim to complete the construction 

of the station by the end of next year. 

➢ The Long March-5B Y2 rocket, carrying the Tianhe module, blasted 

off from the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site on the coast of the 

southern island province of Hainan. The Tianhe module will act as 

the management and control hub of the space station Tiangong, 

meaning Heavenly Palace, with a node that could dock with up to 

three spacecraft at a time for short stays, or two for long, 

➢ Tianhe has a total length of 16.6 meters, a maximum diameter of 4.2 

meters and a take-off mass of 22.5 tonnes, and is the largest 

spacecraft developed by China. The space station will be a T shape 

with the core module at the centre and a lab capsule on each side. 

Each module will be over 20 tonnes. When the station docks with 

both manned and cargo spacecraft, its weight could reach nearly 100 

tonnes. The station will operate in the low-Earth orbit at an altitude 

from 340 km to 450 km. It has a designed lifespan of 10 years, but 

experts believe it could last more than 15 years with appropriate 

maintenance and repairs. 

➢ The Chinese space station was expected to be a competitor to the 

aging International Space Station (ISS) which is a modular space 

station in low Earth orbit. It is a multinational collaborative project 

involving five participating space agencies which included NASA, 

(US), Roscomos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA 

(Canada). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Net Zero Producers Forum. 

 

➢ Saudi Arabia will join the United States, Canada, Norway, and Qatar 

in forming ‘Net Zero Producers Forum’ for oil and gas producers to 

discuss how they can support the implementation of the Paris 

Agreement on climate change. 

➢ The state news agency Saudi Press Agency, SPA,  reported that Saudi 

Arabia, the world's biggest crude exporter, will be part of the new 

platform, which will discuss ways to achieve net zero carbon 

emission targets to limit global warming. 

➢ In the past, Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has 

said the kingdom aims to reduce its carbon emissions by generating 

50% of the country's energy from renewables by 2030. US President 

Joe Biden unveiled plans to cut emissions by 50%-52% from 2005 

levels at the start of a two-day climate summit kicked off on Earth 

Day and attended virtually by leaders of 40 countries. 

 

6. Vaishali S Hiwase 

 

➢ The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) India on April 28, 2021, 

announced that Vaishali S Hiwase will become the first woman 

officer to be appointed as Officer Commanding in the Border Roads 

Organisation (BRO), India. 

➢ About Border Roads Organisation (BRO) 

➢ The Border Roads Organisation is India’s transnational construction 

organisation that is committed to meeting the strategic needs of the 

armed forces. 

➢ The BRO India was formed on May 07, 1960, and works under the 

Ministry of Defence since 2015. Initially, it was under the Ministry of 

Road Transport and Highways. 
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➢ BRO India performs two different functions during peace and war. 

➢ During peace, it develops and maintains the operational road 

infrastructure in the border areas and contributes to the socio-

economic development of the border states. 

➢ During a war, it maintains the roads along the Line of Control (LOC) 

and executes additional tasks assigned by the government. 

➢ The 8.8 km-long Atal Tunnel in Himachal Pradesh at an altitude of 

3,000 km is one of the biggest infrastructural achievements of BRO 

India. 

 

7. Apollo 11 astronaut Michael Collins died. 

 

➢ Apollo 11 astronaut Michael Collins, who piloted the ship from which 

Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin left to make their historic first steps 

on the moon in 1969, died on Wednesday of cancer, He was 90. 

➢ Mr. Collins was part of the three-man Apollo 11 crew that effectively 

ended the space race between the United States and Russia and 

fulfilled President John F Kennedy's challenge to reach the moon by 

the end of the 1960s. 

➢ After a short stint in government, Collins became director of the 

National Air and Space Museum, stepping down in 1978. He was also 

the author of a number of space-related books. 

 

8. Global EV(electric vehicle )Outlook 2021 

 

➢ The Global EV Outlook is an annual publication that identifies and 

discusses recent developments in electric mobility across the globe. 

It is developed with the support of the members of the Electric 

Vehicles Initiative (EVI). 

➢ Combining historical analysis with projections to 2030, the report 

examines key areas of interest such as electric vehicle (EV) and 

charging infrastructure deployment, energy use, CO2 emissions and 

battery demand. The report includes policy recommendations that 

incorporate learning from frontrunner markets to inform policy 

makers and stakeholders that consider policy frameworks and 

market systems for electric vehicle adoption. 

➢ There were 10 million electric cars on the world’s roads at the end of 

2020, following a decade of rapid growth. Electric car registrations 

increased by 41% in 2020, despite the pandemic-related worldwide 

downturn in car sales in which global car sales dropped 6%. Around 3 

million electric cars were sold globally (a 4.6% sales share), and 

Europe overtook the People’s Republic of China (“China”) as the 

world’s largest electric vehicle (EV) market for the first time. Electric 

bus and truck registrations also expanded in major markets, reaching 

global stocks of 600 000 and 31 000 respectively. 

➢ In order for electric vehicles to attain their full potential to mitigate 

carbon emissions, critical progress is required to decarbonise 

electricity generation, to integrate electric vehicles in power systems, 

to build charging infrastructure and to advance sustainable battery 

manufacturing and their recycling.  

➢ Policies need to leverage momentum to further accelerate 

electrification. 

 

9. Kriti Karant becomes first Indian woman to 

receive 'Wild Innovator Award. 

 

➢ Dr. Kriti K., Chief Conservation Scientist, Center for Wildlife Studies 

(CWS), Bangalore. Dr. Krithi K Karanth has been selected as the first 

Indian and Asian woman for the 2021 'WILD Innovator Award'. 

➢ The award was given by the "Wild Elements Foundation", which 

brings innovators, advocates and partners together "to disrupt the 

status quo and identify solutions for global sustainability and 

conservation". 

➢ The Foundation's specific approach to addressing climate change is 

the "Power of Three", which recognizes the inter-affiliation of 

animal-types, mankind, and flora for the future planetary well-being 

of our shared home. 
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10. PYTHON-5 

 

➢ DRDO conducts maiden trial of Python-5 Air to Air Missile. 

➢ Tejas, India's indigenous Light Combat Aircraft, added the 5th 

generation Python-5 Air-to-Air Missile (AAM) in its air-to-air weapons 

capability on April 27, 2021. 

➢ Trials were also aimed to validate enhanced capability of already 

integrated Derby Beyond Visual Range (BVR) AAM on Tejas. The test 

firing at Goa completed a series of missile trials to validate its 

performance under extremely challenging scenarios. 

➢ Derby missile achieved direct hit on a high-speed maneuvering aerial 

target and the Python missiles also achieved 100% hits, thereby 

validating their complete capability. The trials met all their planned 

objectives. 

 


