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1. World Press Freedom Day  2021 

 

➢ World Press Freedom Day is celebrated every year on 03 May 

➢ World Press Freedom Day is an important occasion  to celebrate the 

fundamental principles of press freedom, to evaluate press freedom 

around the world, to defend the media from attacks on their 

independence and to pay tribute to journalists for their efforts and 

struggle in the exercise of their profession 

➢ Hailed as the fourth pillar of democracy, the press – its reporters, 

editors and photographers – have always risked their reputations 

and lives for the truth behind events. Such tasks require a degree of 

freedom which is guaranteed by the constitutions of democratic 

nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

➢ There are ten nations – China, North Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Eritrea, 

Djibouti, Turkmenistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Iran and Cuba – where 

press freedom is severely limited. 

➢ HISTORY 

➢ It was in the year 1993 when the United Nations General Assembly 

declared May 3 as the World Press Freedom Day. This declaration 

came after a recommendation made in 1991 at the twenty-sixth 

General Conference session of UNESCO. The declaration also came as 

a result of 1991 Windhoek Declaration; a statement which was 

produced by African journalists about press freedom, presented at a 

seminar held by UNESCO, which concluded on May 3. 

➢ THEME 

➢ The theme for World Press Day 2021 is “Information as a Public 

Good.” It is especially significant for the press, which deals with 

information on a global scale, to effectively use and disseminate it to 

the world citizenry while empowering journalists. 

➢ This year’s World Press Freedom Day, marks the 30th Anniversary of 

the UNESCO Windhoek Declaration for the Development of a Free, 

Independent and Pluralistic Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. various relief measures for taxpayers 

under GST law. 

 

➢ In view of the corona pandemic, the government has announced 

various relief measures for taxpayers under GST law including 

reduction in interest rate and waiving of late fee. The Finance 

Ministry has issued notification in this regard.  

➢ In the notification, the Ministry has said that a lower rate of interest 

of 9 per cent for the first 15 days from the due date of payment of 

tax and 18 per cent thereafter, for the tax payable for tax period of 

March and April 2021 has been notified for registered persons having 

aggregate turnover of over 5 crore rupees. 

➢ In case of aggregate turnover upto 5 crore rupees, nil rate of interest 

for the first 15 days from the due date of payment of tax, 9 per cent 

for the next 15 days, and 18 per cent thereafter, for both normal 

taxpayers and those under Quarterly Return, Monthly Payment of 

Taxes (QRMP) Scheme for March and April, 2021 has been notified.  

➢ that for registered persons having aggregate turnover above 5 crore 

rupees, the late fee has been waived for 15 days with regard to 

returns in FORM GSTR-3B furnished beyond the due date for tax 

periods of these two months. In case of turnover upto 5 crore 

rupees, the late fee has been waived for 30 days for  GSTR-3B returns 

furnished beyond the due date. 

➢ Besides, the Finance Ministry has extended the due date of filing 

FORM GSTR-1 and Invoice Furnishing Facility-  IFF for the month of 

April due in May has been extended by 15 days. The due date of 

filing FORM GSTR-4 for Financial Year 2020-21 has also been 

extended from 30th April to 31st May, 2021.  

➢ The due date of furnishing FORM ITC-04 for January to March, 2021 

quarter has also been extended from 25th April, to 31st of this 

month. 
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3. WHO approves Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 

for emergency use. 

 

➢ The World Health Organisation has given the go-ahead for 

emergency use of Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine. 

➢ The mRNA vaccine from the U.S. manufacturer joins vaccines from 

AstraZeneca, Pfizer-BioNTech and Johnson & Johnson in receiving 

the WHO’s emergency use listing.  

➢ In a statement, WHO's CEO Stephane Bancel said, similar approvals 

for China’s Sinopharm and Sinovac vaccines are expected in the 

coming days and weeks. 

➢ The greenlight for Moderna’s vaccine, announced on late yesterday, 

took many months because of delays that WHO faced in getting data 

from the manufacturer. 

 

4. The Folk queen of Bihar and Padma Shri 

Awardee Shanti Jain died. 

 

➢ The Folk queen of Bihar and Padma Shri Awardee Shanti Jain died in 

Patna due to health complications at her residence at Kadamkuan 

Lohanipur in Bihar. 

➢ Shanti Jain also known as the folk queen of Bihar was awarded the 

Padma Shri for her contribution to folk literature in the year 2020.  

➢ Senior litterateur Dr. Shanti Jain was born on July 4, 1946, who 

received his MA (Sanskrit and Hindi) Ph.D., D.Lit, Sangeet Prabhakar. 

➢ Rajbhasha Puraskar for first bookShanti received assistance and 

motivation for writing her first book on 'Chaiti' from the Lucknow 

Sangeet Natak Academy. 

➢ Honored by many accolades 
➢ Shanti Jain was awarded Padmashri for her contribution to folk 

literature and for practicing literature. 

➢ Dr. Shanti Jain received the Sangeet Natak Akademi National Award 

in the year 2009 by the President. 

➢ The Madhya Pradesh government had conferred the National 

Goddess Ahilya Samman in the year 2008. 

➢ Shankar Award by KK Birla Foundation. 

➢ National Fellowship Award by Ministry of Culture, Government of 

India. 

➢ National honor of All India Radio. 

➢ Bihar Official Language Award for Chaiti Book. 

 

5. LIC बनी दनुनया में तीसरी सबसे बडी इंश्योरेंस ब्ांड 

 

➢ For the first time in the 2021 ranking of London's Brand Finance 

Insurance, LIC has shown tremendous success. In this ranking, Life 

Insurance Corporation of India has become the third strongest 

insurance brand in the world. At the same time, its name has also 

been included in the world's top 10 most valuable insurance brands. 

➢ According to the ranking of Brand Finance Insurance, LIC has a brand 

value of $ 865 million (about Rs 64,875 crore). On the strength of its 

strong performance, this company has jumped from the 13th 

position to the top 10 for the first time. 

➢ China's Ping An is the number one brand in brand finance insurance 

rankings, with a value of $ 4,479 million. 

➢ According to the report, the value of the world's top 100 most 

valuable insurance brands has fallen by 6%. 

➢ Their brand value in 2020 was $ 462.4 billion, which has now 

increased to $ 433 billion. Chinese companies dominate the top 10 

most valuable insurance brands according to Brand Finance 

Insurance's ranking. Among these top 10 are five companies from 

China, 2 companies from Europe and 2 companies from America are 

also in the top 10. At the same time, only one company in India has 

been able to make its place in the top 10. 

➢ LIC, which has become the world's third-strongest brand, has more 

than 1.3 million agents in the country. Its insurance network extends 

from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. It has acquired a new premium of Rs 

1.84 lakh crore in the last 1 year, while it has paid Rs 1.34 lakh crore 
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in the form of claims to the policyholders. Similarly, it has sold about 

21 million policies in a year. Out of this, 46.72 lakh policies have been 

sold in the month of March alone. 

➢ LIC has a market share of 81.04 per cent in March 2021 in terms of 

selling the policy. Whereas in March last year it was 74.58 per cent. 

Similarly, its market share in First Year Premium stood at 64.74 per 

cent in March this year as against 66.18 per cent for the entire year. 

➢ It is noteworthy that the company is planning to launch its IPO at this 

time as part of the government's disinvestment program. It is 

believed that its IPO will be the largest IPO in the country so far. 

According to the current assessment, the company can raise about 

80 thousand crore rupees through this IPO. Under this IPO, it is 

preparing to sell 10 per cent stake in the company. 

 

6. The Global Forest Goals Report 2021: UN 

Report. 

 

➢ The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

(UNDESA) recently published the Global Forest Goals Report 2021. 

➢ Key Highlights- 
➢ To combat the challenges of COVID-19, climate change, and the 

biodiversity crisis facing forests, the study recommended a potential 

course of action that included greater sustainability and a greener, 

more inclusive economy. 

➢ 252 million people living in forests and savannas are expected to 

earn less than US$1.25 a day, which was the World Bank’s poverty 

line calculation until 2015. 

➢ Nearly 18 percent of the world’s forests were legally protected areas 

in 2020, compared to just over 14 percent in 2000. 

➢ Between 2010 and 2020, the global area of protected forests 

increased by approximately three million hectares per year, with 

increases in every country. 

➢ Currently, 73 percent of the world’s forests are owned by the 

government, 22 percent by private individuals, and the rest is 

classified as “unknown” or “other. 

➢ About Global Forest Goals Report- 
➢ It is the first assessment of where the world stands in terms of 

meeting the UN Strategic Plan for Forests 2030. 

➢ It is based on 52 voluntary national reports and 19 voluntary national 

contributions that constitute 75% of the world’s forests. 

➢ It was created by the United Nations Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs (UNDESA) and its United Nations Forum on Forests 

Secretariat (UNFFS). 

➢ It is based on global quantitative and biophysical evidence, primarily 

from the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Global Forest 

Resources Assessment (FRA) 2020. 

➢ It gives an initial assessment of progress toward achieving the six 

Global Forest Goals and the 26 related priorities outlined in the UN 

Strategic Plan for Forests 2030. 

➢ United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 

(UNSPF)- 
➢ At a special session of the UN Forum on Forests in 2017, the first-

ever UN Strategic Plan for Forests was adopted. 

➢ The strategy includes six Global Forest Goals and 26 related targets 

that must be met by 2030.  

➢ Both of them are self-evident and universally applicable. 

➢ It also contains a target of increasing forest area by 3% globally by 

2030.  

➢ This represents a 120 million hectare rise, or more than twice the 

size of France. 

 

7. Xylophis deepaki 

 

➢ Herpetologist Deepak Veerappan has a snake named after him. 

➢ In the first four months of 2021, the Western Ghats presented new 

butterflies, frogs, fruit flies, and even a freshwater crab.Joining the 

list is a tiny snake of just 20 cm length with iridescent scales - 

Xylophis deepaki, first stumbled upon in a coconut plantation in 

Kanyakumari, is now reported to be an endemic species of Tamil 

Nadu and has been sighted in a few locations in the southern part of 

the Western Ghats. 

➢ The species is named in honour of Indian herpetologist Deepak 

Veerappan for his contribution in erecting a new subfamily 

Xylophiinae to accommodate wood snakes.The team suggests the 

common name Deepak’s wood snake. 

➢ Wood snakes 
➢ Wood snakes are harmless, sub-fossorial and often found while 

digging soil in farms and under the logs in the Western Ghat 

forests.They feed on earthworms and possibly other 

invertebrates.Interestingly, their close relatives are found in 

northeast India and Southeast Asia and are known to be arboreal. 
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➢ The new find increases the total number of currently recognised 

wood snakes to five species. very little information is available on the 

precise distributions of each species, their natural history, population 

status, feeding and reproductive ecology, and conservation status. 

 

8. U.S. clears sale of six P-8I patrol aircraft to 

India. 

 

➢ The U.S. State Department on Friday approved the proposed sale of 

six P-8I patrol aircraft and related equipment to India, a deal 

estimated to cost $2.42 billion. 

➢ In November 2019, the Defence Acquisition Council, chaired by 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, approved the procurement of the 

long-range maritime surveillance aircraft manufactured by Boeing. 

➢ The original proposal was for 10 more aircraft but was cut down to 

six due to budgetary constraints as well as because the Navy had 

adopted some fleet rationalisation measures and was considering 

long-endurance unmanned platforms. 

➢ The possible sale comes through the Foreign Military Sale route and 

requires that the U.S. Congress be notified. 

➢ With India having signed the Communications Compatibility and 

Security Agreement (COMCASA) foundational agreement with the 

U.S., the six aircraft will come fitted with encrypted systems. 

➢ These systems were replaced with commercial off-the-shelf systems 

in the earlier deals. 

➢ The P-8I is based on the Boeing 737 commercial aircraft and India 

was its first international customer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. SpaceX 

 

➢ A SpaceX capsule with four astronauts returning from the 

International Space Station splashed down safely in the Gulf of 

Mexico on May 2, 2021. 

➢ American Space agency NASA has said that Their return marked the 

end of 168 days in space for the four astronauts, and the end of 

SpaceX’s first operational round-trip mission. 

➢ This return to earth was the first nighttime splashdown for NASA 

astronauts since Apollo 8, which was the first mission to orbit the 

moon, in 1968. 

➢ The mission was part of NASA’s fledgling public-private partnership 

with SpaceX, the rocket company founded in 2002 by Elon Musk, 

who is also CEO of electric car maker Tesla Inc. 

 

10. G7 country 

 

➢ External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will embark on a four-day visit 

to London to participate in a meeting of foreign ministers of G7 

countries. India has been invited to the meeting as a guest country. 

➢ The G-7 or ‘Group of Seven’ are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 

Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States. 

➢ The G-7 nations meet at annual summits that are presided over by 

leaders of member countries on a rotational basis. The summit is an 

informal gathering that lasts two days, in which leaders of member 

countries discuss a wide range of global issues. 

 

➢ The G-7 does not have a formal constitution or a fixed headquarters. 
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➢ The decisions taken by leaders during annual summits are non-

binding. 

➢ Important Info : 

➢ It is an intergovernmental organisation that was formed in 1975 by 

the top economies of the time as an informal forum to discuss 

pressing world issues. 

➢ Canada joined the group in 1976, and the European Union began 

attending in 1977. 

➢ The G-7 was known as the ‘G-8’ for several years after the original 

seven were joined by Russia in 1997. The Group returned to being 

called G-7 after Russia was expelled as a member in 2014 following 

the latter’s annexation of the Crimea region of Ukraine. 

 

 

 

 

 


