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1. International Labour Day 2021 

 

➢ International Labour Day is observed every year on May 1 to mark 

the achievements of the workers and to spread awareness about 

exploitation.  

➢ Also known as International Worker's Day and May Day. 

➢ History of Labour Day 

➢ In 1889, the Marxist International Socialist Congress adopted a 

resolution for a great international demonstration in which they 

demanded that the workers should not be made to work for more 

than 8 hours a day. After this, it became an annual event and May 1 

was celebrated as Labour Day. 

➢ In India, Labour Day was observed in the year 1923, in Chennai. This 

day was observed by the Labour Kisan Party of Hindustan. On this 

day, the communist leader Malayapuram Singaravelu Chettiar also 

asked the government that this day should be considered as a 

national holiday to symbolise the efforts and work of the workers. 

This day is also known as Kamgar Divas, Kamgar Din and 

Antrarashtriya Shramik Divas in India. 

 

2. Shri Satyaji Ray 

 

➢ In homage to the legendary filmmaker, the Ministry of Information & 

Broadcasting will organise year-long centenary celebrations of late 

Shri Satyajit Ray across India and abroad. 

➢ Satyajit Ray (1921 – 1992) was an Indian filmmaker, screenwriter, 

music composer, graphic artist, lyricist and author, widely regarded 

as one of the greatest filmmakers of all time. 

➢ Ray directed 36 films, including feature films, documentaries and 

shorts. Ray's first film, Pather Panchali (1955), along with Aparajito 

(1956) and Apur Sansar (1959), form The Apu Trilogy. 

➢ He also authored several short stories and novels, meant primarily 

for young children and teenagers. Feluda, the sleuth, and Professor 

Shonku, the scientist in his science fiction stories, are popular 

fictional characters created by him. 

➢ Ray received many major awards in his career, including 32 Indian 

National Film Awards and an Academy Honorary Award in 1992. 

➢ The Government of India honored him with the Bharat Ratna, its 

highest civilian award, in 1992. 

 

3. Former Attorney General of India Soli 

Sorabjee passes away. 

 

➢ Soli Sorabjee passed away on 30 April 2021 due to COVID-19.Mr. 

Sorabjee was born on March 9, 1930 in erstwhile Bombay to a Parsi 

family. 

➢ Soli Jehangir Sorabjee (1930 – 2021) was an Indian jurist.In 1971, 

Sorabjee was designated a senior advocate of the Bombay High 

Court.He served as Solicitor-General of India from 1977 to 1980. 

➢ He served as Attorney-General for India from 1989 to 1990, and 

again from 1998 to 2004. 

➢ In 2002, he received the Padma Vibhushan for his defence of the 

freedom of expression and the protection of human rights. He 

worked on the Citizen's Justice Committee which represented the 

1984 anti-Sikh riots victims pro bono. 

➢ Some of the other cases in which he appeared include: Kesavananda 

Bharati v. State of Kerala, Maneka Gandhi v Union of India, S. R. 

Bommai v. Union of India, and I.R. Coelho v. State of Tamil Nadu. 

➢ He also appeared in the case of B.P. Singhal v. Union of India, in 

which the Supreme Court held that state governors could not be 

dismissed without due cause. 

➢ He was appointed an Honorary Member of the Order of Australia. 
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4. NCW launches WhatsApp helpline number 

for pregnant women. 

 

➢ The National Commission for Women has launched a WhatsApp 

helpline number for providing emergency medical assistance to 

pregnant women. The number is 9354954224.  

➢ The move came after NCW noticed that pregnant women were 

facing difficulty in accessing medical aid.  

➢ Expectant mothers from across the country can reach out to the 

Commission through this number which will be functional round the 

clock.  

➢ A dedicated team is looking after speedy redressal of grievances.  

➢ The commission can also be reached on the email 

helpatncw@gmail.com. 

 

5. Oxygen on Wheels' initiative 

 

➢ Mahindra Group's logistics division Mahindra Logistics has rolled out 

'Oxygen on Wheels' initiative to bridge the gap between oxygen 

production and its transportation in India, especially in Maharashtra, 

amidst the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic. 

➢ Under the initiative, Mahindra will utilise trucks to connect oxygen 

producers with hospitals and/or homes. In order to help more and 

more people, an operations control centre has also been established 

and a direct-to-consumer model is being conceived. 

➢ The initiative has started in Maharashtra (Mumbai, Pune, Chakan, 

Thane, Nashik and Nagpur), but the group plans to expand it across 

the country. 

➢ 61 jumbo cylinders have already been delivered to 13 hospitals that 

had pressed the SOS button. 

 

6. vaccine finder tool 

 

➢ Facebook  said it is partnering with the Indian government to roll out 

a vaccine finder tool on its mobile app in India, which will help 

people identify places nearby to get inoculated. 

➢ Facebook will begin rolling out its Vaccine Finder tool on the 

Facebook mobile app in India available in 17 languages to help 

people identify places nearby to get the vaccine," Facebook said in a 

post on the platform. 

➢ In this tool, vaccine centre locations and their hours of operation 

have been provided by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

(MoHFW). 

➢ Facebook said its tool will also show walk-in options (for 46 years and 

above) and a link to register on the Co-Win website and schedule 

vaccination appointment. 

➢ Social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter have emerged as a 

lifeline, connecting those looking for oxygen cylinders, hospital beds, 

plasma donors, and ventilators with possible donors. 

➢ The company is also supporting NGOs and UN agencies in the 

country with ad credits and insights to reach the majority of people 

on Facebook with COVID-19 vaccine and preventive health 

information. The platform is also providing health resources to 

people from UNICEF India about when to seek emergency care and 

how to manage mild COVID-19 symptoms at home. 

➢ Tweep' donations at 300 per cent organisations including Oxfam 

India, Akshay Patra Foundation, Child Rights and You and Rise 

Against Hunger India. 

➢ It has made a separate $100,000 donation to Hemkunt Foundation to 

support their work in donating oxygen cylinders. 
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7. AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES 

 

➢ The UK has become the first country to announce regulation of the 

use of self-driving vehicles at slow speeds on motorways. 

➢ Britain's transport ministry said that it was working on specific 

wording to update the country's highway code for the safe use of 

self-driving vehicle systems. 

➢ The ministry will start with Automated Lane Keeping Systems (ALKS) - 

which use sensors and software to keep cars within a lane, allowing 

them to accelerate and brake without driver input. 

➢ The use of ALKS would be restricted to motorways, at speeds under 

60 km per hour. 

➢ The UK government wants to be at the forefront of rolling out 

autonomous driving technology and the transport ministry forecasts 

by 2035 around 40% of new UK cars could have self-driving 

capabilities, creating up to 38,000 new skilled jobs. 

➢ However, the dangers of drivers apparently misunderstanding the 

limits of technology has been an issue in the United States, where 

regulators are reviewing about 20 crashes involving Tesla’s driver 

assistance tools, such as its ‘Autopilot’ system. 

 

8. The Codex Committee on Spices and 

Culinary Herbs (CCSCH). 

 

➢ The Codex Committee on Spices and Culinary Herbs (CCSCH) has 

finalised and recommended quality standards for four spices; cloves, 

oregano, basil, and ginger, during its fifth session held virtually from 

20th -29th April 2021. The committee forwarded these four new 

standards to the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) for adoption 

at final step 8, as full -fledged Codex standards. 

➢ The committee also took up the following new work items: to 

develop Codex standards for small cardamom and turmeric, and to 

develop the first group standard for spices that fall under the class 

'dried fruits and berries'.  This grouping approach, on a large scale 

enough to meet the demands for spices and herbs, will be a 

pioneering effort by this committee that might result in considerably 

reducing the time required for finalizing the standards of individual 

spices. 

➢ This time, owing to the covid-19 pandemic the 5th session of the 

committee was organized in virtual mode, for the first time. 

➢ said Shri D. Sathyan IFS, Secretary, Spices Board.  ‘Being the 

organizing secretariat of CCSCH, Spices Board India is very happy that 

the latest session has brought in an unprecedented success by 

finalizing standards for 4 more spices.   Also, the present session of 

CCSCH  witnessed the highest participation ever with 275 

participants from 65 member countries, one member organization 

(European Union) and 11 international observer organizations. 

➢ CCSCH is the youngest of the Codex Commodity Committees. The 

Committee is Chaired by India and Spices Board India is its 

Secretariat. This committee is mandated to elaborate worldwide, 

science-based quality standards for spices and culinary herbs, in 

accordance with the Codex principles of consumer protection and 

fair trade practices. Dr M.R. Sudharshan is the current Chairman of 

the Committee. 

➢ Set up in 1963, the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) is an 

intergovernmental body established jointly by the UN’s Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the World Health Organisation 

(WHO), within the framework of the Joint Food Standards 

Programme to protect the health of consumers and ensure fair 

practices in the food trade. 

 

9. OPERATION SAMUDRA SETU-II 

 

➢ Indian Navy has launched Operation Samudra Setu-II to augment the 

ongoing national mission  for meeting the Oxygen requirements. 
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Mission deployed Indian Naval warships will undertake shipment of 

liquid Oxygen filled cryogenic containers and associated medical 

equipment in support of nation’s fight against COVID-19. 

➢ Two ships INS Kolkata and INS Talwar have entered port of Manama, 

Bahrain for embarking and transporting 40MT of liquid oxygen to 

Mumbai. INS Jalashwa is enroute to Bangkok and INS Airavat to 

Singapore for similar missions. 

➢ Last year Indian Navy had launched Operation Samudra Setu as part 

of the Vande Bharat Mission and repatriated approx 4000 (3992) 

stranded and distressed Indian citizens from Maldives, Sri Lanka and 

Iran. 

 

10. Myanmar approaching point of economic 

collapse- UN Report. 

 

➢ The political turmoil in Myanmar combined with the impact of the 

COVID 19 pandemic could result in almost half of the nearly 50 

million population in the country living into poverty by early next 

year. 

➢ According to a report of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), 

the ongoing political crisis will compound the socioeconomic impact 

of the COVID 19 pandemic. Consequently close to 48.2 percent of the 

Myanmar population will live in poverty by 2022 compared to 24.8 

percent in 2017. 

➢ Noting the significant improvement over 12 years between 2005-17, 

the report mentions that Myanmar was able to nearly halve the 

number of people living in poverty during this period. However, the 

challenges of the last 12 months have put all these gains at risk. The 

report said that in the absence of functioning democratic 

institutions, Myanmar faces a tragic and avoidable backslide towards 

levels of poverty not seen in a generation.  

➢ The urban poverty is also expected to triple as the worsening 

security situation continues to affect supply chains and hinder 

movement of people, services and commodities. 

➢ According to the study, women and children are the biggest 

sufferers. Almost half of Myanmar’s children are projected to be 

living in poverty within a year. 

➢ The World Bank has projected a 10 percent contraction in the 

Myanmar economy in 2021 due to a combination of several factors 

like insufficient stimulus and investment, government relief not 

matching earning losses among others. The banking operations are in 

a standstill situation in the country. Almost 80 percent of Myanmar's 

international trade is seaborne. UNDP estimates that the trade 

volume in ports has dropped by between 55 and 64 percent in the 

two months since military take over on Feb 1. All these factors point 

out to the possibility of Myanmar approaching the point of economic 

collapse, says the UNDP report. 

 


