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1. National Internet Exchange of India 

(NIXI). 

 

➢ Secretary Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) & 

Chairman NIXI today inaugurated three path breaking initiatives for 

National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI). With this launch, NIXI has 

announced to play a supporting role for the IPv6 awareness and 

adoption in the country along with DOT & MeitY. 

➢ IPv6 Expert Panel (IP Guru) (https://nixi.in): 

➢ IP Guru is a group to extend support to all the Indian entities who are 

finding it technically challenging to migrate and adopt IPv6. In 

addition to this the IPv6 expert group will help in identifying & hiring 

agency that will help end customer by providing necessary technical 

support to adopt IPv6. This panel will guide all such Indian entities 

and help in increasing the IPv6 adoption. It’s a joint effort of DOT, 

MeitY & community to promote IPv6. The expert panel group 

comprises members from government and private organizations. 

➢ NIXI Academy (https://training.nixi.in): 

➢ NIXI Academy is created to educate technical/non-technical people 

in  India to learn and relearn technologies like IPv6 which are 

normally not taught in Educational Institutes. The easy-to-use 

platform helps network operators and educators understand 

networking best practices, principles and techniques; manage 

Internet resources better; and use appropriate Internet technologies 

more effectively. NIXI academy comprises an IPv6 training portal 

which is developed  with the help of various technical experts in 

order to provide mass training  to the community. Through this 

academy our Internet community will be able to learn from various 

technical modules. Successful candidates (after passing examination) 

can take a certificate from NIXI, which will be useful to find/upgrade 

jobs in the Industry. 

➢ NIXI-IP-INDEX (https://ipv6.nixi.in): 

➢ NIXI has developed an IPv6 index portal for the Internet community. 

NIXI-IP-INDEX portal will showcase the IPv6 adoption rate in India 

and across the world. It can be used to compare IPv6 Indian adoption 

rate with other economies in the world. NIXI will populate this portal 

with web adoption in IPv6, IPv6 traffic etc. in coming days. This 

portal will motivate organisations to adopt IPv6, provide inputs for 

planning by technical organisations and research by academicians.   

➢ About NIXI 

➢ National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI) is a not-for-profit 

organization (section 8 of the Companies Act 2013) working since 

2003 for spreading the internet infrastructure to the citizens of India 

through the following activities: 

o Internet Exchanges through which the internet data is 

exchanged amongst ISP’s, Data Centers and CDNs. 

o .IN Registry, managing and operation of .IN country code 

domain and .भारत IDN domain for India. 

o IRINN, managing and operating Internet protocol 

(IPv4/IPv6). 

 

2. National Startup Advisory Council 

 

➢ Minister of Railways, Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs and 

Food & Public Distribution Shri Piyush Goyal today chaired the first 

meeting of National Startup Advisory Council(NSAC).  

➢ Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) had 

constituted the National Startup Advisory Council to advise the 

Government on measures needed to build a strong ecosystem for 

nurturing innovation and startups in the country to drive sustainable 

economic growth and generate large scale employment 

opportunities. 

➢ Besides the ex-officio members, the council has a number of non-

official members, representing various stakeholders such as founders 

of successful startups, veterans who have grown and scaled 

companies in India, persons capable of representing interest of 

investors into startups, persons capable of representing interests of 

incubators and accelerators, representatives of associations of 

stakeholders of startups and representatives of industry associations. 

➢ it is our collective responsibility to realise the objectives of ‘Startup 

India: The Way Ahead’, which was launched by the Prime Minister in 

January this year. this will help India reach a stage, where countries 

around the world would look to model their own startup ecosystems 

based on India’s achievements and will take ‘StartUp India’ to the 

Global Stage. 
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3.  Empowered Group 2 (EG2) 

 

➢ A meeting of Empowered Group 2 (EG2) was held  to review the 

availability of essential medical equipment and oxygen during COVID.  

➢ the 12 states with high burden of active COVID cases viz.– 

Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, 

Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Haryana and 

Rajasthan. While the demand in Maharashtra expected to beyond 

available production capacity of the state, states like Madhya 

Pradesh do not have any production capacity to meet their demand 

for medical oxygen. Besides, there is a trend of increasing demand in 

other oxygen producing states such as Gujarat, Karnataka, Rajasthan, 

etc. 

➢ To give clarity and assurance to the states on oxygen supplied over 

the next few weeks of surge in cases, a mapping exercise was 

undertaken jointly by DPIIT, MOHFW, Ministry of Steel, various 

critically affected states, Petroleum and Explosives Safety 

Organisation (PESO) along with key stakeholders including the 

representatives from oxygen manufacturers, All India Industrial Gas 

Manufacturers Association (AIIGMA) as per the directions of 

Empowered Group -2 (EG2). Sources of medical oxygen and their 

production capacity was mapped to match the requirement of states 

and an indicative framework has been developed to guide the states 

on the sources of medical oxygen. 

➢ Accordingly, 4880 MT, 5619 MT and 6593 MT have been indicated to 

these 12 states for meeting their projected demand as on 20th April, 

25th April and 30th April, respectively. MOHFW is issuing orders in 

this regard and the same would be notified by MHA.   

➢ EG2 directed MOHFW to identify another 100 hospitals in far flung 

locations for consideration of sanction for installation of PSA plants. 

➢ Import of 50,000 MT of medical oxygen : In view of increasing 

demand for medical oxygen, EG2 decided to float a tender for import 

of 50,000 MT of medical oxygen. MOHFW has been directed to 

finalise the tender for the same and also explore possible sources for 

import identified by the missions of MEA. 

➢ EG2 is monitoring the situation of demand and supply of medical 

oxygen continuously to ensure that all necessary steps are taken to 

support the uninterrupted supply of medical oxygen. 

 

 

 

4. Kohli is  Wisden’s ODI player of 2010s 

 

➢ Virat Kohli has been named Wisden Almanack’s ODI player of the 

2010s, while England all-rounder Ben Stokes was declared the 

‘Cricketer of the Year’ for a second successive time. 

➢ Kohli, who made his ODI debut in 2008 and was part of the 2011 

World Cup-winning Indian team, made more than 11,000 runs in the 

10-year stretch, averaging over 60 and scoring 42 centuries. 

➢ Sachin Tendulkar was named the ODI Cricketer of the 1990s and 

Kapil Dev the best for the 1980s. 

 

5. Gaganyaan mission 

 

➢ Space agencies of India and France signed an agreement for 

cooperation for the country's first human space mission Gaganyaan. 

➢ The agreement was announced during French Foreign Affairs 

minister Jean-Yves Le Drian visit to the Indian Space Research 

Organisation's (ISRO) headquarters. 

➢ ISRO has asked CNES to help prepare for Gaganyaan missions and to 

serve as its single European contact in this domain. 

➢ Under the terms of the agreement, CNES will train India's flight 

physicians and CAPCOM mission control teams in France at the 

CADMOS centre for the development of microgravity applications 

and space operations at CNES in Toulouse and at the European 

Astronaut Centre (EAC) in Cologne, Germany 

➢ The agreement provides for the CNES to support implementation of 

a scientific experiment plan on validation missions, exchange 

information on food packaging and the nutrition programme, and 
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above all the use by Indian astronauts of French equipment, 

consumables and medical instruments. 

➢ French equipment developed by CNES, tested and still operating 

aboard the International Space Station (ISS) will thus be made 

available to Indian crews. 

➢ The CNES will also be supplying fireproof carry bags made in France 

to shield equipment from shocks and radiation 

➢ The Gaganyaan orbital spacecraft project was kicked off in August 

2018. It originally intended to send astronauts from Indian soil to 

mark the 75th anniversary of India's independence in 2022. 

 

6. e-visa for 156 countries. 

 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has restored electronic visa (e-visa) 

facility for foreigners from 156 countries, who intend to visit India for the 

purposes of business, conferences, and for medical reasons, including in 

the case of medical attendants. E-visa for tourists is yet to be restored. 

Though the facility is available to 171 countries, after restrictions were 

announced in 2020, it has been restored only for 156 countries. China, the 

U.K., Canada, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia and Saudi Arabia are 

notable exclusions. 

India had earlier relaxed visa restrictions on October 22, 2020 enabling 

foreigners to come to India for business, conferences, employment, 

education, research and medical purposes, after availing regular visas from 

missions and embassies abroad. 

An e-visa is provided in five categories — tourist, business, conference, 

medical, and medical attendant. 

Under the arrangement, a foreigner can apply online 

(https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/)  four days prior to travel. After the 

details are verified, an electronic travel authorisation (ETA) is generated, 

which has to be presented at the immigration checkpost on arrival. Entry 

through e-visas is allowed only at 28 designated international airports and 

5 major seaports in India. 

 

 

 

 

7. UNFPA’s population report 2021 

 

Nearly half the women from 57 developing countries do not have the right 

to make decisions regarding their bodies, including using contraception, 

seeking healthcare or even on their sexuality, according to the United 

Nations Population Fund’s (UNFPA) flagship State of World Population 

Report 2021 titled ‘My Body is My Own’ launched . 

This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily 

autonomy, defined as the power and agency to make choices about your 

body without fear of violence or having someone else decide for you. 

➢ The report shows that in countries where data is available, only 55% 

of women are fully empowered to make choices over healthcare, 

contraception and the ability to say yes or no to sex. It also highlights 

that only 75% of countries legally ensure full and equal access to 

contraception. 

➢ Some examples of violation of bodily autonomy include, child 

marriage, female genital mutilation, a lack of contraceptive choices 

leading to unplanned pregnancy, unwanted sex exchanged for a 

home and food or when people with diverse sexual orientations and 

gender identities cannot walk down a street without fearing assault 

or humiliation. Under its ambit also fall people with disabilities 

stripped of their rights to self-determination, to be free from 

violence and to enjoy a safe and satisfying sexual life. 

➢ Women around the world are denied the fundamental right of bodily 

autonomy with the COVID-19 pandemic further exacerbating this 

situation... Realising bodily autonomy is essential to achieving the 

UNFPA’s goals of ending the global unmet need for contraception, 

preventable maternal deaths, gender-based violence and harmful 

practices by 2030. 

➢ In India, according to NFHS-4 (2015-2016), only about 12% of 

currently married women (15-49 years of age) independently make 

decisions about their own healthcare, while 63% decide in 

consultation with their spouse. For a quarter of women (23%), it is 

the spouse that mainly takes decisions about healthcare. Only 8% of 

currently married women (15-49 years) take decisions on the use of 

contraception independently, while 83% decide jointly with their 

spouse. Information provided to women about use of contraception 

is also limited — only 47% women using a contraceptive were 

informed about the side effects of the method, and 54% women 

were provided information about other contraceptives. 

https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/


 

   The Achievers IAS Academy 
Patliputra colony, Near: Tennis Court; Patna. Contact: 8434931877, 7250667974 

 
➢ Women’s access to bodily autonomy is measured in the report 

through their power to make their own decisions about their 

reproductive health care, contraceptive use and sexual relations and 

the extent to which the laws of the countries support or interfere 

with a woman’s right to make these decisions. 

 

8. Annuity clause goes for NPS subscribers 

 

➢ The National Pension System (NPS) will no longer compel investors 

to convert 40% of their accumulated retirement corpus into an 

annuity, as poor yields on annuities and high inflation are translating 

into negative returns, the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 

Authority (PFRDA) Chairman, Supratim Bandyopadhyay, said . 

➢ The regulator will issue fresh rules to soon allow those saving up to 

Rs. 5 lakh in the NPS to take the whole amount at retirement, up 

from Rs. 2 lakh at present. The pension fund regulator is also hoping 

to launch the first guaranteed return NPS scheme in the coming year 

➢ Separately, amendments will be made to the PFRDA Act of 2013 to 

allow NPS members with a balance over ₹5 lakh to retain 40% of the 

corpus in the NPS or wind it down over a few years through a system 

akin to a systematic withdrawal plan. 

➢ Post-retirement, a person has to take 40% of the total corpus as an 

annuity as per the law’s mandate, and 60% can be commuted and 

taken as a lump sum. But the annuity rates always track the interest 

rates in the market which have come down drastically. 

➢ The Finance Ministry has announced plans to amend the PFRDA law 

since Budget 2019-20 and to make legislative changes to override the 

statutory annuitisation provision. 

 

9. Janagosthiya Samannay Parishad, Assam 

(JSPA) 

 

➢ The Janagosthiya Samannay Parishad, Assam (JSPA) launched a 

portal for conducting the first-ever census of Assamese Muslims for 

distinguishing them from their migrant, Bengal-origin or Bengali-

speaking counterparts. 

➢ The JSPA represents three categories of Assamese Muslims — Goriya 

who converted from various indigenous groups and tribes, Moriya 

whose ancestors were brought by the Ahom kings to make weapons 

and utensils and Deshi who converted specifically from the Koch-

Rajbongshi community. 

➢ The three-month exercise, seen as a small-scale version of the 

National Register of Citizens (NRC), has a cut-off period 

corresponding with the British annexation of Assam in the early 

1800s. The JSPA considers the pre-British rule Muslims of Assam as 

indigenous, which is why the Jolahas — converts from among tea 

plantation workers who were brought from central India by British 

planters — have been kept out of the census. 

➢ Released in August 2019, the NRC had excluded 19.06 lakh of 3.3 

crore applicants for lack of documents establishing them as the 

citizens of India. The cut-off period for the NRC was March 24, 1971, 

as prescribed by the Assam Accord of 1985 for detecting and 

deporting foreigners or “illegal immigrants. 

➢ We launched the portal jspacensus.com portal  April 15 to coincide 

with the Assamese New Year and hope to complete the exercise by 

the end of 2021,” JSPA’s chief convenor Syed Mominul Aowal said. 

➢ The portal also lists 17 organisations recognised or empanelled with 

the JSPA and their phone numbers to be contacted for any issues 

with registering online. These organisations include Desi Janagostiyo 

Manch, Assam, Axomiya Muslim Kalyan Parishad, Khilonjiya Axomiya 

Musolman Unnayan Parishad and Hodow Khilonjiya Muslim Oikyo 

Manch. 

➢ This exercise was necessary as some migrant Muslims have 

undertaken an initiative to bring all Muslims living in Assam under 

one umbrella. Our religion and names may be the same but the 

indigenous Muslims have a distinct identity, given by the Ahom and 

Koch kings. 

➢ According to the 2011 census, Muslims account for 34.22% of 

Assam’s population. The JSPA claims Assam today has about 1.4 

crore Muslims, of whom 40 lakh are indigenous Muslims. 

 

10.   Eatsmart Cities Challenge and Transport 

4 All Challenge Launched. 
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➢ Shri Hardeep S Puri, MoS (I/C), Housing and Urban Affairs launched 

the EatSmart Cities Challenge and Transport 4 All Challengeat an 

online event 

➢ The EatSmart Cities Challenge aims to motivate Smart Cities to 

develop a plan that supports a healthy, safe and sustainable food 

environment supported by institutional, physical, social, and 

economic infrastructure along with the application of ‘smart’ 

solutions to combat food related issues. The Transport4All Digital 

Innovation Challengeaims to develop digital solutions that will make 

public transport safe, affordable, comfortable, and reliable for all. 

➢ Transport 4 All (T4All) Challenge 

➢ Indian cities have the golden opportunity to invest in public transport 

as a social good, completely revamp informal transit services, and 

prioritise digital innovation to improve user experience. The Ministry 

of Housing and Urban Affairs launched the Transport 4 All challenge 

in collaboration with ITDP. The Challenge aims to bring together 

cities, citizen groups, and start-ups to develop solutions that improve 

public transport to better serve the needs of all citizens. 

➢ At the core of the Challenge are citizens who will not only define the 

problems for which solutions shall be created but also help start-ups 

and cities to refine the solutions to meet their needs. The first 

edition of the Challenge focuses on digital innovation. Cities and 

start-ups will receive guidance to develop and test various solutions, 

learn from them, and scale them to build people’s trust in public 

transport and enhance their mobility. The solutions will make public 

transport—formal as well as informal— safe, convenient, and 

affordable for all. All the Smart Cities Mission cities, capitals of states 

and union territories (UTs), and all cities with a population of over 5 

lakhs—are eligible for the Challenge. 

Three Stages of the Challenge 

 The Transport4All through Digital Innovation Challenge comprises three 

stages: 

● Stage I PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION: Cities, with the support of NGOs, 

identify key recurring problems that citizens and public transport 

operators face 

● Stage II SOLUTION GENERATION: Start-ups develop prototypes of 

solutions to improve public transport with inputs from cities and NGOs 

● Stage III PILOT TESTING: Cities engage start-ups for large-scale pilots and 

refine the solutions based on citizen feedback 


